
Opening a restaurant during the pandemic takes
courage, but then so does immigrating to a new country
with one’s family. Daewoon Choi has done both.
Daewoon brought his wife and teenaged daughter and son to the United States in
2017 from South Korea. 

After working in restaurant kitchens for three years, the 50-year-old took the leap
to open his own restaurant with a business partner in May 2021.

Sushi Yeoubi is tucked into a strip mall in Lake Orion. For now, it has three
employees and functions as a carryout establishment, although the space has
tables where customers can eat the fresh California rolls, spiced tuna, and other
specialties that they have purchased at the counter.

The restaurant’s name Yeoubi means “sun shining through the rain,” Daewoon
explains. It is a fitting expression for something good happening in the midst of a
difficult time – like launching a restaurant in a pandemic or learning a new
language and new culture in a strange country.

Supporting Daewoon through the stress of establishing himself in the U.S. and
starting a business has been his Oakland Literacy Council tutor, Sue Iles. 
“I came here, and I had no friend in America,” Daewoon says. “I talk about
my problems with Sue and share my ideas. She’s now a very good friend.”

In keeping with the Council’s mission to meet students where they are at, Sue has
helped Daewoon learn the language of day-to-day American life such as home,
yard, and car maintenance as well as the language of his new business venture
such as the terms in the lease agreement with his landlord.

"The skill I am most proud of giving Daewoon is confidence,” says Sue.
“Confidence to talk on the phone, to look at Americans and make small talk,
to communicate with bankers and landlords and building inspectors. He was
already brave enough to emigrate with his wife and adult children and smart
enough to use the web to learn how to fix anything and to start a new business
with all the COVID-19 restrictions.”
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Graduate's new sushi restaurant is like 
'sun shining through the rain'

OLC graduate Daewoon Choi prepares
sushi at his restaurant, Sushi Yeoubi. The
restaurant is located in Lake Orion.
(www.sushiyeoubi.com; 947.886.2190) 
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From there, Rachester began meeting virtually with her
tutor, Jill Cook, twice a week. 
 

Rachester’s goals include using email more often and
learning how to securely pay bills and shop online.
Rachester speaks most passionately about the personal
growth she’s experiencing thanks to her newfound skills.

“I have more confidence in myself,” she says. 
“This is making me stronger, making me believe in
myself. It’s a wonderful feeling.”

Since the pandemic began, we have all
experienced some type of loss.
But instead of loss, Rachester Motley set
her sights on what she might gain.

Rachester remembers praying, “Lord, I want to come out of
this pandemic with more. Let me come out with something new
from this.”

A year later, that “something more” is coming to fruition in
Rachester’s life. She’s enrolled as an Oakland Literacy
Council basic education student and is making great strides in
her reading ability.

At 66 years old, this step marks a big change. “I used to have
the attitude that I was too old,” Rachester says. “But then
something came over me and said, ‘you’re never too old to
learn, you can do it’ ... I wanted to become more
independent at my age.”

Following that realization, Rachester was introduced to
Oakland Literacy Council by community partner Neighborhood
House. Then it was time to tackle the first hurdle — learning to
use a computer so tutoring could take place virtually. Oakland
Literacy Council provided Rachester with a computer and
instruction to help her master the basics of using Zoom and
the appropriate educational software.
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Rachester and her tutor use the Barton curriculum for adults
with possible learning disabilities. Rachester also enjoys
reading biographies in their sessions. "I love that reading 
lets me hear other people’s stories and learn about them.”

Your donation dollars power up new
drop-in digital literacy help sessions
Sending an E-mail. Surfing the web. Getting on Zoom. For many of us, these
are common day-to-day activities. They are activities that have become
essential for navigating life, including meeting with an OLC tutor. 

For students who have never used a computer, it can be challenging to learn
basic computer functions. So this fall, OLC began hosting drop-in computer
help sessions every Tuesday from 4:00 - 6:00 pm. OLC digital literacy
coordinator Patti Shayne explains, "Our first goal is to give them a jumpstart
so they can begin meeting with their tutors and begin building literacy skills." 

The drop-in sessions give students one-on-one time with staff to master basic
computer functions and learn to use the educational software. They also have
the chance to keep bulding digital skills for home and work.  

OLC student Diana learns to download
attachments from her tutor at a drop-in
session. Now she can complete her 
weekly homework assignments. 

Student is seeking to ‘come out of the
pandemic with more’
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www.oaklandliteracy.com/donate
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Spotlight

Judy Lindstrom welcomes guests to the  
Ex Libris preview event in 2020. Judy has
chaired a majority of the 32 Ex Libris
annual events, which have raised over 
one million dollars for adult literacy. 

Board president stepping down after
25 years of service for adult learners 
"We wouldn't be here if it wasn't for Judy Lindstrom." 
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Rita-Ann LindstromBestseller:

Judy Lindstrom Masterpiece:

Eleanor and Bernard Robertson 
Barbara Van DusenClassic:

 Julie and Craig Hoenshied Novel:
Sarah and William Birkhill, Karen Hagenlocker

Ann and George Manning
Ellen and Marc Lipton, Alicia and Khalfani Stephens 

Short Story:

Joan and Bill Allesee, Greg Barnas, Camille Breen, Mary Jo Byrd, Keith and Janet Collin, Gretchen and Ethan Davidson
Robert Gaylor, Carol and Jay Herbst, Barbara and Ed Klarman, Boleka and Peter Lindstrom, Lisa and Dan Machesky

 Russell Moore, Teckla Rhoads, Julie and Gary Sikorski, Donna and Isaac Sheppard, Cathy and Joel Topf 

Dedication:

Thank you, Ex Libris 2021 Sponsors

That's how OLC founder Robert Gaylor sums up Judy Lindstrom's amazing
leadership and contribution to Oakland Literacy Council.

Motivated by a love for reading and helping others, Judy Lindstrom began
tutoring adults in 1997 with Oakland Literacy Council. In January 2005, when
OLC became an independent organization, Judy became board president.

In January 2022, Judy will step down after 18 years as president and a
quarter of a century of advocacy and financial support for adult literacy. 

Through her selfless efforts, Judy has enabled thousands of Oakland County
citizens to thrive in our community. She has channeled her welcoming nature,
community network, and passion for literacy to raise vital funds that have both
sustained OLC through economic challenges and fueled its growth.  

In a letter to the OLC community, Judy shared, " I think I will cherish the little
things most of all — the small but mighty accomplishments, the
handwritten notes, the smiles, the triumphs, the 'can do spirit,' and the
many lifelong friendships I am so lucky to have."

Judy will be honored with a reception in January and the creation of the 
Judy Lindstrom Educational Fund. To learn more, call OLC at 248.253.1617. 



40 graduates honored at ceremony 

A record 105 students made educational gains in Reading, Listening, 
and Math in the 2020-2021 program year! Congrats, students and tutors!  

Major Corporate and Foundation Supporters
The Ray Beebe and Mary Boland Charitable Fund

F. Ross Birkhill and Laura Jean Birkhill Family Foundation
Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan

Dollar General Literacy Foundation
 Phillip and Elizabeth Filmer Memorial Charitable Trust 

William G. and Myrtle E. Hess Charitable Trust
Howard & Howard Community Reinvestment Fund

Kirk in the Hills 
Leinweber Foundation

Leon & Lulu
Mercedes Benz Financial Services USA LLC

Michigan Schools & Government Credit Union 
United Way for Southeastern Michigan

The Village Club Foundation
Lula Wilson Trust 

With Special Recognition 
Sue and Ken Abbey   John Almstadt   Rita-Ann Lindstrom 

Stay tuned for 
future announcements 

about volunteer 
opportunities!

Book Sale
May 15 - 22, 2022
Laurel Park Place

It was an enthusiastic and emotional morning as students, tutors,
staff, and board members gathered to honor students who
graduated in 2020 and 2021. Graduates included ESL and adult
basic education students. They represented nine countries: Brazil,
China, Iraq, Japan, Pakistan, South Korea, and the United States.

With the shift to virtual tutoring, several student-tutor pairs met
each other in person for the first time at graduation! 

Board President Judy Lindstrom recognized how students and
tutors persevered through the the challenges of the last year.
"We've seen you grow in self-confidence and your ability to
learn, to set goals for yourself, and to acheive those goals.
And many of you have also gained wonderful friends here.
And that is part of the magic."

Graduate Akiko agrees. Speaking about her conversation group
leader, Kristin, she says, "She is the best tutor for me. And now I
think she is my best friend in Michigan."

View the recording: 

www.oaklandliteracy.com/
immigrationMI

Donations gratefully accepted by mail, phone, or online at
www.oaklandliteracy.com/donate

43700 Woodward Avenue, Suite 20
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302
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Students Marisol and Alma
(upper left), Sara (above),
and Jeongmun (left, with
tutor, Phil) proudly display
their graduation certificates
after the ceremony.
Graduates have reached at
least the 9th grade level in
Reading or Listening. 

Kirk in the Hills shares its beautiful space to
celebrate accomplishments and friendship.


