


MOTOR CITY WINE AND
FOOD FROLIC 2021

Swing into Spring with the Motor City Wine and Food Frolic
Royal Park Hotel · Rochester

The idea was simple... the Motor City 

Wine and Food Frolic was created 

to offer unique adventures in the 

Metro Detroit area bringing together 

people who would not only enjoy 

the various experiences offered but 

would also contribute to adult literacy 

organizations. In six years, we have 

donated more than $50,000 to assist 

in programs, materials, and other 

essential items imperative to benefit 

local adult literacy organizations 

and, in particular, Oakland Literacy 

Council. 

We are at it again. We hope you will 

join us in 2021 as we celebrate another 

exciting one-of-a-kind-event. With the 

cancellation of our 2020 frolic, we 

are awaiting a new date, and, once 

established, we will herald our return! 

Information will be sent directly to our 

2020 ticket holders, sponsors, and 

advertisers. Of course, additional 

updates and information will be posted 

on our Facebook page and the Oakland 

Literacy Council’s website www.

oaklandliteracy.com.

Applause and thank you for your support!



Oakland Literacy Council 
proudly presents 

The 31st Annual

EX LIBRIS
(From the Library of)

Benefit Event Supporting Adult Literacy in 
Oakland County

with guest speaker

Kenneth Jones
A New York playwright, librettist, and lyricist, author of  Alabama 
Story, a 2016 nominee for the Steinberg/American Theatre Critics 
Association New Play Award. A leading writer and editor of  
Playbill for 15 years and theater reporter and critic for The Detroit 

News for ten years, including four seasons as chief  critic.

Featured Tutor and Students
Hannah Hilbert, Evelyn Barahona, and Alma Renteria

We proudly honor the tireless work of  our volunteer tutors.

Proceeds from Ex Libris enable the Oakland Literacy 
Council to reach adults with literacy needs, recruit and train 
tutors, test students, and support learning with instructional 

materials, online programs, conversation groups, digital literacy 
instruction, and guidance from our professional staff. 



EX LIBRIS 
COMMITTEE

John Almstadt

Paula Brown 

Judy Bryce 

Roger Chao 

Robert Gaylor 

Julie Hoensheid 

Sue Klunk 

Judy Lindstrom 

Rita-Ann Lindstrom 

Lisa Machesky 

Ann Manning 

Angela Ryo 

Beverly Stanbrough 

Alicia Stephens

KENNETH
JONES

Learn more about Kenneth 

Jones, his work, and his 

advocacy for theater makers 

at ByKennethJones.com.



Dear Ex Libris Friends, Tutors, Sponsors, and Students,

On behalf of the Board of Directors and Staff of the Oakland Literacy 
Council, I welcome you to our 31st Ex Libris event and first virtual experience.

Tonight, we join with all of  you who make up the story of  the Oakland 
Literacy Council. Friends and associates who have supported the mission 
and purpose for 36 years. Tutors who wrote a new virtual story this 
year and students who summoned the courage to write a new story for 
themselves. And staff  who edited the story for all. Your stories have 
changed the world during an unforgettable year.

To describe the last nine months would take a thesaurus to conjure up all the 
adjectives. I think we can all agree that this has been a journey. New paths 
were forged. Simple joys were magnified. Family became our “north star.” 
Stories and experiences took on new meanings. Change was/is inevitable.

Tonight, we want to celebrate and applaud our literacy “HEROES” 
– our tutors. These amazing individuals define the true meaning of  
volunteerism. This year they focused on how best to serve their student/s. 
The creative ideas they developed were inventive, inspired, and original.

Our students, tutors, volunteers, staff, and board appreciate your continued 
friendship and support. Applause and thanks to all of  you here tonight.

Judy Lindstrom, 
Oakland Literacy Council President

- Julie and Craig Hoensheid -
- Judy Lindstrom -

- Rita-Ann Lindstrom -
- Ann and George Manning -

- Eleanor and Bernard Robertson -
- Barbara Van Dusen -

WITH THANKS TO THESE LITERACY 
ADVOCATES FOR THEIR KIND SUPPORT:



SPONSORS

Mark Twain

Emily Dickinson

James Baldwin

•	 Judy Lindstrom
•	 Rita-Ann Lindstrom
•	 Oakland County Michigan WORKS!
•	 Motor City Wine and Food Festival

•	 Julie and Craig Hoensheid
•	 Eleanor and Bernard Robertson
•	 Barbara Van Dusen

•	 Ann and George Manning
•	 Kemp, Klein, Umphrey, Endelman, and May 

Foundation
•	 Michigan Schools & Government Credit Union

 “Thank you for your time and 
patience. Thank you also for 
challenging me to think further 
and dream bigger.”  
Oakland Literacy Council Student

MANY THANKS to Reginald Simon for editing the videos, 
Alma Renteria for designing this program, Motown Digital 
for producing the show, Ricky Bradford for his guidance, 
and tutors and students for sharing their stories.



SPONSORS

Tony Morrison
•	 Joan and Bill Allesee 
•	 Greg Barnas
•	 Sarah and William Birkhill
•	 Camille Breen
•	 Mary Jo Byrd
•	 Janet and Keith Collin
•	 Robert Gaylor
•	 Karen Hagenlocker
•	 Jason Hamana

•	 Carol and Jay Herbst
•	 Peter Lindstrom
•	 Ellen and Marc Lipton
•	 Lisa and Dan Machesky
•	 Russell Moore
•	 Julie and Gary Sikorski
•	 Alicia and Khalfani 

Stephens
•	 Cathy and Joel Topf

We are grateful that so many of  our 2019 Ex Libris sponsors and 
attendees returned in 2020 – many who became sponsors for 
the first time! In addition to our sponsors, we are pleased to also 
recognize these donors who met or exceeded their 2019 financial 
commitment to adult literacy:

•	 Olivia Allesee
•	 Gretchen and Tony Baron
•	 Paula Brown
•	 Judy Bryce
•	 Edward Callaghan
•	 Karole Davies
•	 Patricia Gosik
•	 Don Haffner and Carol Benson
•	 Gerry and William Keane

•	 Pat and Ralph Machesky
•	 Margaret MacTavish
•	 Shelley Taub
•	 Sandra and Martin Tessler
•	 MaryAnne and Mike Thorndycraft
•	 Kelly Mankin and Michael Tonda
•	 Patricia Peck
•	 Patricia Wagner
•	 Marilynn Wendt




