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List of Likely Errors

This is an index of errors commonly made and sounds found difficult by speakers
of different languages or language groups.* References are shiown to units in the
Student’s Book providing practice in features of stress and intonation. Practice of
individual sounds can be located using the tdble of contents.

Arabic

Vowels

Meanirig is carried chiefly by consonants in Arabic; all English vowels may need
practice. ) '

A glottal stop is often added before vowels at the beginning of words.

1 (ship): confused with € (yes)

A (cup): confused with & (hat) or a {father)

ey {train): confused with € (yes) or ay (fine)

0 (ball), o

ow (no); pronounced too short; may be confused with each other or with

A (cup) or d {father) ‘

ar (word) :

oy (boy): confused with ay (fine) '

@ {a banana)

Consonants

Silent consonants often pronounced.

Consonants in general may sound overemphasized.

Difficulty with groups of consonants, espedally groups of three or more
consonants; vowels often inserted between the consonants.

confused withb ™~

D!

Vi pronounced f, or sometimes b

g may be confused with K or d3 (joke)

6 (think): usually pronounced t (though the sound @ exists in clasgical
Arabic)

O (feather); usually pronounced d (though the sound O exists in classical
Axabic)

1) (ring): pronournced 1}g, K, or ng

d trilled; vowels before t confused

h: pronounced as a harsh sound

3 (television):  may be confused with [ (shoe), z, or d3 (joke)

t] {chair): may be pronounced { (shoe)

*This list is adapted from the List of Likely Errors compiled by Sally Mellersh in Introducing
English Pronunciation by Ann Baker, published by Cambridge University Press, 1962. '
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Stress, intonatlon, and rhythm

May sound abrupt, commanding. Too many syliables are stressed.

Word stress: Units 2, 8, 15; 19, 22, 29

Reduced vowels; weak forms: Units 8, 14, 19 .

Sentence rhythm: Units 5, 8, 13, 16, 17, 19, 25, 26, 39, 46

Joining words: Units 27, 28, 29 '

Rising intonation (and almost all intonation exercises): Units 1, 3, 4, 12, 44

Chinese

‘Vowels

Almost all vowels will need practice. Variation of vowel length (for exa}x‘pie,
lengthening stressed vowels before a voiced consonant) causes difficulty.

I (ship): confused with iy (sheep)
E (yes): confused with ® (hat) or A (cup)
& (hat): confused with A (cup), € (yes), or a {father); may be nasalized
U (book): -confused with uw (boot)
uw (boot): may be pronounced like the vowel y in French f or confused
- with U (book) ’
A (cup): may be confused with a {father)
ey (train): confused with € (yes) :
% (ball): may be confused with ow (na) or a (father)
ay (fine),
9y (boy), '
aw {house): pronounced t06 short; sometimes replaced by first vowel alone
@ (a banana): may be pronounced with rounded lips; often pronounced as the
vowel in the spelling
3r (word): may be pronounced with rounded lips
Consonants

Difficulty with final consonants: may be dropped, especially after  diphthong, or a
short vowel may be added at the end.

Great difficulty with groups of consonants: vowels often inserted between
consonants in initial clusters, vowels added or consonants dropped in final
clusters.

I: confused with r; confused with n by some speakers

z usually replaced with §
d3 (joke): sounds close to f (chair)
[ (shoe): confused with s or may sound close to h, especially before iy

(sheep) or I {ship)
3 (television):  may be confused with [ (shoe), s, or z°

v replaced with { or sometimes w
8 {think): - replaced with 1, s, or f
8 (feather): replaced with d or z

b, d g may be pronounced p, t, k, especia]ly at the end of words
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h: may be pronounced harshly; confused with s or | (shoe) before iy
{sheep) or 1 {ship)

y: found difficult before the vowels iy or 1

intonation

Difficulty with intonation patterns that extend over a phrase or sentence,

Intonation may sound monotonous or sing-song.

Difficulty with the use of pitch as an element of English stress.

Falling intonation: Units 1, 3, 7, 9, 20, 33, 35, 37, 44 (Almost all intonation
exercises would be useful) :

Expressing emotion: Units 4, 9, 37, 40, 44

Stress and rhythm

Sounds staccato; too many syllables stressed.

Joining words: Units 27, 28, 29

Sentence rhythm: Units 5,(8;; 13,16, 17, 19, 25, 26, 39, 46
Reduced vowels; weak fornis: Units 8,14, 19

Surprise; contrastive stress: Units 10,38

Czech and Polish

Vowels

& (hat): pronounced € (yes) or confused with A (cup)

ly {sheep): confused with I {ship)
“ow (no): confused with A (cup} or 9 (ball); pronounced too short
U (book): confused with uw (boot)

uw (boot); may be pronounced close to U (book) by Polish speakers
8 (a banana) :
Consonants

w: pronounced v

@ (think)

O (feather)

n (ring)

z: pronounced s in final posion

b, d g pronounced, respectively, p, t, Kk in final

position

v: pronounced f in final position

d3 (joke): pronounced tf (chaix) in final position

r trilled

Stress

Word stress {predictable in Czech and Polish, always falling on the same syliable):
Units 2, 8, 15, 19, 22, 29
Reduced vowels: Units 8, 14, 19

fEb

A x

Fminy LR

pakadila ST Bt Y TR R s g i
Rty i Ny g A L =I5 4
a‘; —'ﬁ:{%‘ﬁ?@:,ﬂﬁ&- j" [ieie-AE
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Dutch

Vowels

& (hat): pronounced € {yes)

A {cup): confused with a (father), or pronounced dose to the vowe] of ar
{word) :

2 (ball): confused with @ (father) or ow {(no)

I (ship): may be pronounced close to iy (sheep) or more like ¢ (yes)

U (book]: may be pronounced more like uw (boot} or close to A {cup)

ar (word): pronounced with the lips pushed forward and rounded

oy {boy): second sound may be too leng

Consonants

Voiced consonants (d, v, etc.) tend to be replaced with their voiceless equivalents
{t, f, etc.} at the end of words.

w «confused with v (w usually replaced with v), or an intermediate
sountd may be made for both

9 (think): pronounced tor 5

O (feather): pronotunced dor z

g: pronounced k or non-English scund x (Bach)

z: pronounced s, especially in final Position

v pronounced f, especially in final position -

3 (television):  pronounced | (shoe), especially in final position

d3 (joke): pronounced tf (chair) in final position; sometimes pronounced 3
(television)

[ (shoe): may be pronounced s in final position

1 (chair): may be replaced with [ (shoe) '

d: pronounced tin final position

b: pronounced p in final position

r pronounced too far back (uvular r) or trilled

i may be pronounced as dark f where English has clear |

n: may be confused with nk in final position; ng (finger) may be

pronounced without the g sound

intonation

Intonation may sound flat or monotonous.
Rising intonation: Units 1, 3, 4, 12, 44
Falling intonation: Units 1, 3, 7, 9, 20, 33, 35, 37, 44

Farsi (Iranians)

Vowels
All vowels need practice.
I {ship): sounds close to ly (sheep)

g (hat): pronounced close to £ (yes), or confused with A {cup)




11

List of Likely Errors _

A (cup): sounds close o a {father)

9 (a banana)

3r (word); often pronounced er

ow (no): confused with o (ball)

U (book): confused ‘with uw (boot)

€ (yes): - may be confused with f (ship) or @ (hat)
I {boy): confused with ay (fine) or 9 (ball)

aw (house): may be confused with g (father) or ow {no)
Consonants

Difficulty with'groups of consonants, especially at the beginning of a word; a
vowel like € (yes) is added before or between consonants, )

w: confused with v

8 (think): usually pronounced ¢

0 (feather)

$ + consonant: found difficult at the beginining of a word

N (ring): pronounced ng or ng

r: ' trifled or flapped r; vowels before r cause difficulty

I only clear | used

Stress and thythm

Word stress (predictable in Farsi): Units 2, 8,15, 19, 22, 29
Reduced vowels; weak forms: Units 8, 14, 19

Sentence rhythm: Units 5, 8,13, 16, 17, 19, 25, 26, 39, 46
Joining consonant sounds: Units 27, 28, 29

Finnish

A tendency to pronounce words as they are spelled,
Vowels |

& (hat): pronounced € (yes)

3t (word)

8 (a banana)

Consonants
Final groups of consonants may cause difficulty,

w: pronounced v

8 (think)

3 (feather)

g confused with k

b: confused with p, especially in fina position
f: confused with v, especially in final position
z pronounced s or ts
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3 (television):  pronounced S or is

d: confused with 1, especially in final position
[ (shoe): pronounced § or ts

tf (chair): confused with | (shoe)

d3 (joke): pronounced {f (chair) or y

Intonation

Intonation may sound choppy or monotoncus; falling intonation may be added on
words in the middle of a sentence.

Rising intonation: Units 1, 3, 4, 12, 44

Falling intonation: Units 1, 3, 7,9, 20, 33, 35, 37, 44

French

Vowels

Vowels in French are generally shorter in length than in English. They are
also often produced further forward in the mouth, and the muscles tend to

be tenser.

I (ship): sounds close to ly (sheep)

A {cup): may be pronounced close to the vowel of ar (word) or confused
with g (father)

ey (train): confused with € (yes); pronounced too short

U (book): sounds close to uw (boot) '

& (hat): confused with A (cup), a (father), or & (yes)

2 (ball): may be cgnfused with ow (no), both being pronounced as a pure
0 8ouny

iy (sheep}: pronounced too short; confused with I (ship)

@ (a banana) .

oy {boy): may be pronounced as 9 (ball)

3r (word): may be pronounced with lips pushed forward and rounded

ay (fine): second sound may be too strong

aw (house): second gound may be too strong

Consonants

Vowels are generally not lengthened before final voiced consonants (e.g., g d),
creating confusion with corresponding voiceless consonants (e.g,, k, 1).

h: omitted or put in the wrong place

6 (think): often replaced with g

d {feather): often replaced with z

r pronounced too far back, as uvular ¢

tf (chair): often pronounced [ (shoe)

d3 (oke): often pronounced 3 (television) .

n (ring): may be pronounced as a nasalized vowel, or replaced with other

nasal sounds {.g., a French palatal nasal sound)
t: has a different quality in French (dental t)

113
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p,t, k: not aspirated at the beginning of a word, whick may cause
confusion with b, d, g
l: only clear | used; a full vowel may be added before syliabie |

Intona!!on

May sound flat or monotonous, or may have abrupt (rather than gliding) changes
in intonation, giving an impression of being overemphatic,

Falling intonation: Units 1, 3,7, 9, 20, 33, 35, 37, 4

Questions: Units 1,3,4,12, 20, 35 44

Exclamations: Units 9, 37, 44

Surprise: Units 4, 10

Stress and rhythm

An area of great difficulty. Stress in French is predictable, falling on the last
syllable of a word or phrase.

All syllables may sound as if they are stressed equally; unstresseq syllables are not
shortened or pronounced with reduced vowels,

Word stress: Units 2,815, 19,22, 29

Reduced vowels; weak forms: Units §, 14, 19

Sentence rhythm: Units 5, 8,13, 16, 17, 19, 25, 26, 39, 46

Contras_;h‘ve stress: Units 10, 38

- German

Vowels

A glottal stop may be added before & stressed vowel, espedially at the beginning of
a word, ' '

Vowel sounds in general are made with tenser muscleg in German and wit more
movement of the lips,

28 (hat); pronounced ¢ (yes)

2 {ball): may be confused with ow (no) or may sound close 10 A {eup)
ar (word): pronounced with rounded lips

8 (a banana): not used frequently enough; may have a different quality

oY (train): may sound 00 short; may be confused with € {yes)

aw (house): has a different quality

Consonants

,i Consonants are often Pronounced more emphatically in German,

;! w: confused with v

K 0 (think): pronounced s

b O (feather): Ppronounced z

: z pronounced 8, especially in final position

! ' b, d g pronounced, respectively, p, 1, k in final position
v pronounced f, especially in final position

3‘ (television): may be pronounced | {shoe)
d3 {joke): may be pronounced tf (chair) or confused with ¥ (yellow)

o (et i T deash ol e
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may be confused with NG or 0k; g sound may be omitted in
words with ng (finger).

usually too far back (uvular 1), or pronounced as a flap

at the beginning of a word, may be pronounced z before a vowe]
or as [ (shoe) before a consonant

only clear | used

Stress and intonation

May sound staccato (because of glottal stops),

May sound abrupt or commanding.

Some speakers tend to add rising tones on each word in a sentence, (Intonation
varies, depending on where the speaker is from.)

Joining wards: Units 27, 28, 29

Weak forms: Units 8, 14, 19 .

Falling intonation (some speakers). Units 1, 3,79 20, 33, 35, 37, 44

Greek

A tendency to pronounce words as they are spelled.

Vowels

Fewer vowels in Greek. In general, vowels tend to be prenounced with legs
movement of the lips than in English, :

iy (sheep):
& (hat):

A (cup):

9 (2 banana)
ow (no):

uw (boot):
90 (ball);

8y (train}:
ar (word):

Consonants

[ (shoe):

3 (television):
tf (chain):

d3 {joke):

w:

pronounced too short; confused with 1 {ship)
confused with g {father) or ¢ (yes) '
confused with q (father) or ap ¢(hat)

pronounced too short; confused with 2 (ball), A {cup), or a
(father)

confused with U {book); pronounced too short

may be confused with ow (no)

may be pronounced ¢ (yes) or confused with ay (fine)

often pronounced with g (yes) as the vowel

pronounced s

pronounced 2z

pronounced ts

pronounced dz

may be pronounced gw or g

pronounced as a harsh sound like the non-English x (Bach)

trilled; vowels before r found difficult, with the vowe] 4 (father)
sometimes added before the r

not aspirated at the beginning of words and may sound close to
b dg .

sometimes pronounced as a softer, non-English sound
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s: pronounced z before m (and other-voiced consonants)
z: ‘ in final position may be confused with s
0 (ring): may be pronounced ng

Stress and intonation

All syllables tend to be the same fength; unstressed vowels are not reduced,

Intonation may sound annoyed or brusque,

Reduced vowels; weak forms: Units 8, 14, 19 :

Word stress (Greek has one stressed syllable per word; secondary stress may be
omitted): Units 2, 8,15, 19,22, 29

Falling intonation: Units 1, 3, 7, 9,20, 33, 35, 37, 44

Questions {(including tag questions): Units 1,3, 4,12, 20,35, 44

Joining words: Units 27,28, 29

Hebrew

Vowels

Meaning is carried by consonants in Hebrew. All vowels need Practice.

@8 (hat): confused with ¢ (yes) or A {cup)

ly (sheep): pronounced. too short; confused with 1 {ship)

® (a banana): may be pronounced dose to g (ves) or as the vowel in the
spelling (though Hebrew has the sound a)

3r (word): pronounced close to er (very) or with the vowel in the spelling

A (cup): confused with g (father) .

ey (train): pronounced too short; confused with & (yes)

ow (no); - 'pronounced too short; confused with A (cup)

Consonants

Difficulty with groups of consonants. Vowels inserted between consonants.
d (feather)

O (think)
r: pronounced too far back (uvular 1) or confused with w
w: confused with r or v
d3 {joke): may be confused with { (shoe), z, or other sounds
: may be omitted, or may be pronounced harshly
B (ring): may be confused with m or n
. ..

has a different quality in Hebrew

Stress, intonation, and rhythm

Intonation may sound annoyed, irritable, or complaining,
Stress sounds too even.

Word stress: Units 2, 8, 15, 19, 22,29

Sentence rhythm: Units 5, 8, 13, 16, 17, 19, 25, 26, 39, 46
Failing intonation: Units 1,3,7,9,20, 33, 35, 37, 44
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Hungarian

Vowels

& (hat): pronounced ciose to € (yes), or confused with @ (father)
1 (ship): confused with ly (sheep)

@ (a banana)

A (cup): confused with q (father), o (ball), or other vowels
a (father): may be confused with 9 (ball)

U (book): confused with uw (boot)

ey (train); sounds close to £ (yes)

Consonants

w: pronounced v

@ (think)

9 (feather)

N (ring): pronounced nk or ng

dz (joke): pronounced dy or tf (chair)

Nole:

letter c: may be pronounced ts
letter j: may be pronounced y
letter s: may sometimes be pronounced [ (shoe) or z

Stress and intonation

Sounds a little flat,

Exclamations: Units 9, 37, 44

Surptise; contrastive stress: Units 4, 10, 38
Word stress: Units 2, 8, 15, 19, 22, 29

Indian languages (including Gujerati, Hindi,
Urdu, Punjabl)

Vowels
Vowels may tend to sound too short.
& (hat): confused with & {yes)
o (ball}: confused with a (father) or A {cup)
ey {irain): confused with € (yes)
) ow (no): may be confused with 5 (ball), both being pronounced as & pure
vowel 0
oy (boy): may be pronounced as ay (fine)

8 (a banana)

ar (word) ;
l

1

|
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Consonants

Difficulty with groups of consonants, especially at the beginning of a word,
An extra vowe| may be added after final consonarts.

w: confused with v, or an intermediate sound may be used for both
8 (think): pronounced close to t

8 (feather); Ppronounced close to d

: pronounced with the tongue curled back

pronounced with the tongue curled back

sounds close to s, especially in fina] position; sometimes
) pronounced as d3 (joke) or dz

3 (television): may sound like 2, [ (shoe), or y

Noo

] (shoe): may be confused with s A
I: found difficuit at the end of a word; tendency for only clear { to
- be uged

N {ring): often pronounced gg, especiaily between vowels

r often pronounced as a trill or tap; vowels before r are often
confused

Ptk often not aspirated at the beginning of a word and may sound
close to b, d, g '

f: _ ' may be pronounced p

Intonation

Intonation may sound litting or sing-song, with too many high or rising tones,
espedally in the middle of a sentence,

Falling intonation: Units 1, 3,79, 20, 33, 35, 37, 44 (and almost all intonation
exercises)

Stress and rhythm

Stress generally sounds too even,

Sentence rhythm: Units 5,8, 13, 18, 17, 19, 25, 26, 39, 46

Word stress (predictable in Indian languages): Units 2,8, 15, 19, 22, 29
Reduced vowels; weak forms: Units 8, 14, 19

TR e e I e

D o G,
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L ltalian
Vowels
I (ship): sounds close to ly (sheep)
& (hat): confused with € (yes) or a (father)
‘ A (cup): confused with g (father) or & (hat)
@ (a banana) :
’ 3r {word): confused with ar (north) or other sounds
: U (book): confused with uw (boot)
ow {no): confused with o (ball), both being pronounced as a pure vowel o

v sometimes confused with q {father)
: € (yes) confused with ey (train)
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ay (fine),

oy (boy),
aw (house): second sound may be too strong

Consonants

A tendency to pronounce words as they are spelled.
Difficulty with some groups of consonants.
An extra vowel is often added after final consonants.

h: omitted or put in the wrong place

0 (think): often pronounced t

O (feather): often pronounced d

z may be pronounced s, especially at the end of words
g pronounced 2 before m, |, n

r trilled

3; (television):  may be pronounced d3 (joke), | (shoe), or zy

y: sometimes confused with d3 (joke)

1) (ring): often replaced with nNg or h

w: may be replaced with v

p,t k not aspirated at the beginning of a word; may sound,

respectively, like b, d, ¢

Stress and rhythm

Unstressed syllables pronounced with full vowels; all syllables may seem to be
given equal weight.

Difficulty with reduced vowels and weak forms,

Joining words (an extra vowel may be added at the end of a word): Units 27,
28, 29

Word stress; Units 2, 8, 15, 19, 22, 29

Sentence rhythm: Units 5, 8, 13, 16, 17, 19, 25, 26, 39, 46

Intonation

May sound choppy or too restricted in range.
Questions: Units 1, 3, 4, 12, 20, 35, 44

Falling intonation: Units 1, 3, 7, 9, 20, 33, 35, 37, 44
Surprige; contrast: Units 4, 10, 38

Exclamations: Units 9, 37, 44

Japanese

Vowels

Usually sound too short.

3r (word): sounds close to a (father)

9 (a banana):  pronounced a (father) or as the vowel in the spelling

I (ship): sounds close to iy (sheep); in some words, may be pronounced

as a whispered sound and appear to be dropped

o 9o8E = "!*_",“,-3‘):.-,} N K e
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@ (hat): pronouriced as a (father) or € (yes)

A (cup): confused with a (father), as (hat), or other vowels

U (book): confused with uw (boot) or other vowels; in some words, may be
pronounced as a whispered sound and appear to be dropped

uw (boot): has a different quality (the lips are not rounded)

ow (no); confused with 0 (ball), with both sounds being replaced by a
pure vowel 0

ey (train): may sound close to € (yes)

iy (sheep): pronounced too short, causing confusion with 1 {ship)

Consonants

Great difficulty with groups of consonants; vowels are added between consonants,
Difficulty with final consonants; an extra vowel is often added after the consonant,
or the consonant may be dropped.

sounds close to r

I:

f: confused with h before vowels like 3 (bali) or uw (boot)

@ (think)

0 (feather)

\'A sounds close to b

w: found difficuit before uw (boot} or U (book); when spelled wk
may be pronounced f S

z may be pronounced as d3 (joke) before ly (sheep) or 1 (ship) or
as dz before uw (boot) or U (book)

L confused with I; vowels before r may be confused, or the sound
G (father) may be added to the vowel

h confused with { (shoe) before iy (sheep) or 1 (ship); confused
with f before uw (boot)

3 (television):  pronounced d3 (joke) or | (shoe)

8: may be pronounced [ (shoe) before iy (sheep) or 1 (ship)

t: may be pronounced {f (chair) before iy or I; may be pronounced
ts before uw (boot) or 0 (book)

d: may be pronounced d3 (joke) before iy or 1 may be pronounced
dz before uw or v , :

y: found difficult before 1 (ship) or ly (sheep)

n: pronounced indistinctly in final position, where it may be

confused with m or {ring)

Stress, intonation, and rhythm

Sounds staccato; an extra vowel is often added at the end of a word.

All syllables may seem to have equal stress.

Contrastive stress; surprise: Units 4, 10, 38

Stress in noun compounds: Units 22, 25

Reduced vowels; weak forms: Units 8, 14, 19

Falling intonation: Units 1, 3, 7, 9, 20, 33, 35, 37, 44 (and almost al} intonation
exercises)

Sentence thythm: Units 5, 8, 13, 16, 17, 19, 25, 26, 39, 46
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Khmer (Kampucheans)

Vowels

I (ship): confused with iy (sheep)

U (book): confused with uw (boot)

® (a banana):  pronounced as the vowel in the spelling
& {hat): confused with A (cup) and € {yes)

ar (wordy: sounds close to 9r (north)

ey (train): confused with ¢ (yes)

ow (noj: confused with 9 (ball)

ay (fine),

3y (boy),

aw (house): final consonants may be dropped after diphthongs
Consonants

Great difficulty with groups of consonants, especially in final position; one or more
consonants may be dropped.

z may sound like s

f: found difficult, especially in final position

5! may sound close to h :

6 (think)

& (feather) A

v may be confused with w or may sound close to b
'3 (television):  confused with d3 (joke)

{ (shoe): confused with 1] {chair)

d3 {joke): may be pronounced tf (chair) in final position
y: may sound like d3 (joke)

tf (chair): may sound like t in final position

:

confused with r after k or g

Stress and rhythm

Sound staccato.
Joining words: Units 27, 28, 29

Intonation f
Falling intonation: Units 1, 3, 7, 9, 20, 33, 35, 37, 44 (and all intonation exercises)
Expressing emotion: Units 4, 9, 37, 40, 44

Portuguese

Vowels

Vowels may be nasalized before m, n, or p) (zing).
At the end of a word, unstressed vowels may seem to be dropped.

121
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I (ship): sounds close to iy (sheep)

@ (hat): confused with ¢ (yes) or a (father)

u (book): confused with uw (boot)

A (cup): confused with @ (hat) or g (father)

9 (bally: may be confused with g {father) or A (cup)

@ (abanana):  found difficult especially by Brazilians

OW (no): may sound close to 9 (ball)

Consonants

Difficulty with groups of consonants; vowels often inserted before or between the
consonants.

Final consonants dropped or not pronounced clearly.

r pronounced too far back or as a flap or trill; at the beginning of a

word may sound close to h; vowels before found difficult

h: sometimes omitted, or added in the wrong place

8 (think)

O (feather)

tf (chair): pronounced [ (shoe)

d3 (joke): pronounced 3 (television)

b: may sound dose to v

v; may sound close to b in initial position

y: sometimes omitted

z confused with s or 3 (television), especially at the end of words

S + consonant: found difficult, especially at the beginning of a word
n,m,

1 (ring): ' confused in final position, or may be pronounced ag nasalized
vowels

& may sound close to 1] (chair) before iy (sheep) or 1 (ship)

d: may sound close to d3 (joke) before iy or 1; may sound close to &
(feather) in the middle of a word

I in final position or before a consonant may be replaced with 3
vowel : '

Stress, intonation, and rhythm

Word stress: Units 2,8, 15,19, 22,29

Stress in noun compounds: Units 22, 25

Sentence rhythm {especially speakers of Brazilian Portuguese): Units 5, 8, 13, 16,
17, 18, 25, 26, 39, 46

Reduced vowels; weak forms (especially speakers of Brazilian Portuguese): Units 8,
14, 19

Joining sounds: Units 27, 28, 29

Tag questions: Unit 20

Falling intonation; Units 1, 3, 7, 9, 20, 33, 35, 37, 44
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Russian

Vowels

Vowels may sound too short, especially where they should be lengthened (in final
position or before a voiced consonant),

& (hat); pronounced € (yes)

ar (word): pronounced as €r, or {north), or with the vowel in the spelling
iy (sheep): confused with 1 (ship)

uw (boot): confused with U (book)

o (ball): confused with ow (no)

oy (train): confused with € (yes)

a (father): may sound close to wa in some words

ay (fine),

ay (boy),

aw (house): second sound may be too strong

o (a banana): may be pronounced as the vowel in the spelling (though the
sound @ exists in Russian)

Consonants

A tendency to pronourice consonants as soft, palatalized sounds before some
vowels (like Iy and £).

0 {think)

0 (feather)

w: confused with v

r trill or flap used

n (ring): pronounced n, nk, ng, org

z pronounced s in final position

b d g pronounced, respectively, p, t, k in final position

v: pronounced f in final position

h: pronounced as a harsher, non-English sound x (Bach)

p, t k: not aspirated at the beginning of a word and may sound close to
b,dg

I: clear | may be substituted for dark |, or dark | for clear |

Nofte:

Because of the Cyrillic alphabet:
letter B may be pronounced v
letter C may be pronounced 8
letter P may be pronounced r
letter H may be pronounced n
letter g may be pronounced d

Intonation

What is considered to be neutral, unemotional intonation in Russian and English
often differs. Intonation may sound impatient, unfriendly, bored, or
overemotional in some types of sentences.

123
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;! Yes/no questions: Unit 3

;] Statements: Units 3, 35

£ Tag questions: Unit 20

!’,l Alternative questions: Units 1, 27

5;.':- Stress

{f Secondary stress in words is often omitted.

I, Word stress: Units 2, 8, 15, 19, 22, 29

3 Reduced forms: Units 8, 14, 19

.;l

Sh Scandinavian languages: Swedish, Norwegian, Danish
i1

; ; Vowels

i 1 (ship): sounds close to iy (sheep)

F i A (cup): may be pronounced close to g (father) or with the lips rounded
VIR and further forward

] fij ow {no); may be teplaced with uw (baot) or aw (house), or confused with
Ed) 2 (ba.u) .

;;1: & (hat): confuged with € (yes) by some Speakers

iéi uw (boot): may have a different quality

m, U (book): confused with uw (boot) or other vowels

ih ar {(word): may be said with the lips pushed forward and rounded

g -ey (train): second part too long; sound may have a different quality

Ij ’ ﬂy (ﬁne)r
ﬂj, ! oy (boy): second part too long

9 (a banana): may not be quiet enough; not used frequently encugh

4

i Consonants

,’ti _ Snlredes and Norwegians may make consonants spelled with doubled letters 100
lf‘}* ong.

il 0 (think)

i 0 (feather)

1! §i w: sounds close tov
a[ }. d3 (joke): confused with y or pronounced dy

.iil"_';' z: pronounced 8

bl 3 (television):  sounds close to { (shoe)

i tf (chair): confused with { (shoe) or pronounced ty

it . r pronounced too far back (Danish) or trilled (Swedish,
Norwegian)

4 b, d, g: pronounced by Danes as p, t, k in final position

i

f{ : Stress and intonation

Statements may sound like questions; sentences may sound incomplete,

ch
“ : Unstressed syllables are often said with a high pitch.
I Intonation may have a sing-song quality.
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Falling jntonation: Units 1, 3, 7, 9, 20, 33, 35, 37, 44 (and almost all intonation

exercises)
Weak forms: Units 8, 14, 19

Serbo-Croatian

Vowels

1 (ship): confused with ly (sheep)

2 (hat): pronounced € (yes) or confused with A {cup)

3ar {word): confused with or {north) or pranounced with the vowel in the
spelling

@ (a banana):  pronounced as the vowel in the spelling

A (cup): confused with a (father)

U (book): confused with uw (boot)

ow (no): confused with 9 (ball)

Consonants

wi pronounced v

8 (think)

0 (feather)

0 (ring): pronounced f)g or Nk

r trilled; difficulty with vowels before r

See note on Cynillic alphabet, under Russian.

Spanish

A strong tendency to pronounice words as they are spelled.

Vowels

Vowels may sound too short, especially where they should be lengthened, as
before a voiced consonant.

I (ship): confused with ly {(sheep)

@ (hat): confused with a (father) or A {cup)

o {a banana): pronounced as the vowel in the spelling

ar (word): pronounced as it is spelled

A (cup): pronounced close to a (father) or 2 (ball)

U (book): confused with uw (boat)

ow (no): confused with 2 (ball), both being pronounced as a pure vowel o

2 (ball): may be confused with ow or pronounced close to a (father) or A
(cup)

iy (sheep): pronounced tco short; confused with I (ship)
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E (yes): confused with ey {train)

ay (fine),

3y (boy),

aw (house): second sound may be too long
Consonants

Difficulty with groups of consonants; one or more cansonants often dropped,
Final consonants dropped or not pronounced clearly, :
Voiced consonants may be prenounced as voiceless at the end of words,

v; : pronounced b at the beginning of a2 word'

h: pronounced harshly, like the non-English sound x (Bach)

¥ confused with d3 (joke) : ’

] (shoe): - pronounced t (chair); confused by some speakers with s

zZ: usually proncunced s

W sometimes pronounced b, gw, or g; found difficult especially

. before uw (boot) or v {book)

d: confused with @ (feather): d may sound like &, especially in the

middle of 2 word; 8 may gound like d at the beginning of 5
. word

o, n,

1 (ring): in final position, may be confused with each other or
pronounced indistinctly

r: flapped or strongly trilled; vowels before r found difficujs

b: may sound close to v, especially in the middle of a word

S + consonant: often preceded by a vowel at the beginning of a word

s; may be pronounced z before voiced consonants like m; may be
replaced by h by some Latin Americans

Pt k: not aspirated at the beginning of a word and may sound close to
b,d g

o: may have a softer sound in the middle of a word
3 (television):  found difficult by some speakers
0 (think): found difficult, except by Castilian speakers

d3 (joke): may be confused with y or replaced by [ (chair)
H only clear | used

Stress, intonation, and rhythm

Stressed and unstressed syllables do not sound clearly distinguished; sres and
thythm too even, with all syllables about the same length,

Unstressed vowels are not reduced.

Sentence thythm: Units 5, 8, 13, 16, 17, 19, 25, 26, 39, 46

Reduced vowels; weak forms: Units 8, 14, 19

Contrastive stress; surprise: Units 4, 10, 38

Stress in noun compounds: Units 22, 25

Word stress: Units 2, 8, 15, 19, 22, 29
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Thai and Lao

Vowels

Vowels may be nasalized after h, m, or n.
A strong tendency to insert a glottal stop before vowels at the beginning o%
word,

U (book): confused with uw (boot)

a {father): confuged with A {cup)

ea (hat): confused with & (yes} or A (cup), or made too long
ey (train)

oW (no)

ay (fine)

oy (boy)

Consonants

Final consonants may be dropped, espedially after diphthongs.

t may be substituted for other final consonants.

Great difficulty with groups of consonants, especially in final position, whewne
or more may be dropped.

In initial clusters, a short vowel is often inserted between consonants or a
consonant may be dropped.

r confused with |

f; confused with n in final position

B (think)

O (feather)

v confused with w; may be pronounced b in the middle of mord
z often pronounced s

3 (television):  confused with { (shoe) or z

d3 (joke): pronounced t[ (chair)

§ (shoe): may be pronounced tf (chair)

g: may be pronounced k

intonation

Thai is a tone language, and each syllable is pronounced with a set tone.
All intonation exercises will be useful,

Stress and rhythm

Sounds staccato. Rhythm is too even. Words are not connected smoothly,
Final syllable of words is often stressed.

Joining words: Units 27, 28, 29

Contrastive stress; surprise: Units 10, 38

Sentence rhythm: Units 5, 8, 13, 16, 17, 19, 25, 26, 39, 46

Reduced vowels: Units 8, 14, 19

Word stress: Units 2, 8, 15, 19, 22, 29
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Turkish

A strong tendency to pronounce words as they are spelied.
Vowels

& (hat): confused with g (yes)
Af{cup): confused with g (hat)

d (father): may sound close to A (cup)
uw (boot): confused with © (book)

&y (train): close to £ {yes)

2 {ball); confused with ow (no)

iy (sheep): may sound close to 1 (ship)
8 (a banana)

Consonants

Diffeulty with groups of consonants, especially at the beginning of a word; extra
vowels are often inserted. -

w: confused with v

Q {think)

O (feather)

1 (ring): pronounced ng or nk _

r pronounced as a tap or tdll; may be voiceless at the end of
words; vowels before r found difficult

z pronounced $ in final position

b d g pronounced, respectively, p, t, k in final position

v may be pronounced w, or in final position f

d3 (joke): pronounced Yf (chair) in final position

k, g may have a different, softer quality before iy (sheep) and 1 (ship)

m, n: may be pronounced indistinctly in final position

RS
L T S

Stress and intonation

Wh-questions: Units 3, 35
Word stress: Units 2,8,15, 19, 22, 29
Reduced vowels; weak forms: Units 8, 14, 19

W e e ",

N b g, e
- S PRy

: Vietnamese

]

s Vowels

: I (ship): confused with ly (sheep)
& (hat): confused with A (cup) or £ (yes)
U (book): confused with yw (boot)
a {father): confused with 9 (ball)
3t (word): may sound dese to 9r (north)
8y (train)

oW (no)
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Consonants
Great difficulty with groups of consonants, especially in the middle or at the end

of words; one or more consonants may be dropped.
Final consonants may be dropped, especially after diphthongs like ay (fine) and gy

(boy).

0 (think)

0 (feather)

z: pronounced 8, especially in final position

s: may be confused with t in final position

f. sounds close to p -

b: confused with p in final position

p: may be pronounced b in initial position

d: proncunced t in final position

I ~confused with n in final position

r may be pronounced z

c}s goke): may be pronounced 3 (television)

tf (chair): may be confused with t or [ (shoe), especially in iti
[ {shoe): may be confused with s or t( ) spectally in final position
o: may have a different sound (softer or more guttural)
Intonation

Each syllable in Vietnamese has its own set tone.

Falling intonation: Units 1, 3, 7, 9, 20, 33, 35, 37, 44 (All intonation exercises will
be useful.)

Surprise; contrast: Units 4, 16, 38

Stress and rhythm

Sounds staccato.

Joining words: Units 27, 28, 29

Sentence rhythm: Units 5, 8, 13, 16, 17, 19, 25, 26, 39, 46
Word stress: Units 2, 8, 15, 19, 22, 29

Stress in noun compounds: Units 22, 25

Reduced vowels: Units 8, 14, 19
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Resources
©® Rachel’s english.com American Phonetic Alphabet

*https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c97xwLdSsXU

*https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4cU9fgpCqBA

List of Likely Errors (adapted from List of Likely Errors by Sakky Mellersh in Introducing English
Pronunciation by Ann Baker, published by Cambridge University Press, 1982

«Jazz Chants by Carolyn Graham, published by Oxford University Press, 2001

*Marshal Reading http://resources.marshalladulteducation.org/reading_skills_home.htm

*https://www.englishclub.com/pronunciation/minimal-pairs.htm



http://english.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c97xwLdSsXU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4cU9fqpCqBA
https://www.englishclub.com/pronunciation/minimal-pairs.htm

*Randall’s Listening Lab www.esl-lab.com

Handcock and McDonald Blended Speech
http://hancockmcdonald.com/sites/hancockmcdonald.com/files/file-
downloads/The%20Word%20Blender.pdf



http://www.esl-lab.com/
http://hancockmcdonald.com/sites/hancockmcdonald.com/files/file-downloads/The%20Word%20Blender.pdf
http://hancockmcdonald.com/sites/hancockmcdonald.com/files/file-downloads/The%20Word%20Blender.pdf

Ideas for Listening Activities:

1. The following link contains videos on pronunciation

https://mnliteracy.org/classroomvideos

2. Storyline Online — A site that has a variety of children’s books read by celebrities. They are read
slowly, with expression and are easy to follow along. http://www.storylineonline.net/
3. Check out Children/Young Adult Books on Tape at the library

4. Ted Talks/Pod Casts — some have transcripts
5. Listening Assignments for Homework:

- Listen to conversations while in line at the grocery store. At home, write down in English
what you recall of the conversation.

- Listen to songs with the lyrics. You can download songs to your phone using Apple Music.
You can Google most lyrics and print them. Student can underline words they don’t know.

- Randall’s Listening Lab: www.esl-lab.com

6. Practice tongue twisters for pronunciation practice — make up your own tongue twister using
words that contain the sounds which prove most difficult for the student to pronounce.

7. Role Playing: Tutor and student role play life/work scenarios.

-The tutor pretends to be the receptionist at the doctor’s office and the student would have to
call and explain the illness and make an appointment.

-The tutor plays student’s boss and student must call in sick.

8. Listening to Recorded Prompts: tutor & student call places that require you to listen to several
recorded prompts. The pair could listen to this on speaker phone and discuss what was being asked
of the caller. (Secretary of State; Airlines; IRS; Public library)

9. Record on the student’s phone a list of words containing the same sounds (ie. r/l). The student
can practice these sounds at home/in the car

10. http://www.truespel.com/esl-practice/ - pronunciation videos, phonics practice, tutorials



https://mnliteracy.org/classroomvideos
http://www.storylineonline.net/
http://www.esl-lab.com/
http://www.truespel.com/esl-practice/
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The pronunciation of English is very difficult, as we all know. Actually English may be the most difficult
language in the world to pronounce!!! And that may be the reason so many English courses avoid
teaching students good pronunciation.

Pronouncing a foreign language involves...making foreign sounds which the tongue, the jaw and the
mouth do not want to make!!! For example, like most Americans, when | was learning Spanish | could not
roll my RRRs. | practiced for three months. Finally | could do it! | was very proud of myself.

But English has about 20 sounds that are very frustrating to pronounce.

At the same time learning how to pronounce English is very important. First, of course it helps in speaking
English. But it also helps in “listening comprehension” and in reading well.

Over the years there are some techniques | have developed which work very well and are even enjoyable
for my students.

| use patience and humor and always include a pronunciation lesson or reminder in almost all lessons or
classes.

My method is this:
1. First, I hand out my booklets to all my students with the vocabulary written like this:
Table tei’bal mesa

2. | focus first on the most important sounds first such as the G/J, V, Th, short i, short and the short u. In
later classes | introduce examples of other letter combinations.

3. | then introduce an example of how to make the sound using humor.

4. The students practice making the sounds, first as a group, then individually.


https://community.lincs.ed.gov/
https://community.lincs.ed.gov/group/english-language-acquisition
https://community.lincs.ed.gov/#facebook
https://community.lincs.ed.gov/#linkedin
https://community.lincs.ed.gov/#twitter
https://community.lincs.ed.gov/#google_plus
https://community.lincs.ed.gov/#pinterest
https://community.lincs.ed.gov/#email
https://community.lincs.ed.gov/#print
https://community.lincs.ed.gov/group/english-language-acquisition

5. The we use lessons on the alphabet, greetings and numbers to practice. For example: spell your name,
say out loud your phone number, etc.

6. Tongue twisters - trabalenguas are popular and useful.
7. 1 show how to divide long words into syllables and repeat slowly at first then gradually faster and faster.
8. And | always use a lot of humor and patience.

In this way we as a class can build a foundation so that pronunciation becomes just as important as
grammar, verb tenses and idioms.

People have asked me why | do not use the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA). My answer is that it is
too complicated, and that | spell the words phonetically the way that Spanish speaking students would
probably write them. | learned this from my students.

Finally | also tell my students that accents are actually a good thing, because they make English a more
interesting language. Personally | would prefer to speak English the way that Antonio Banderas speaks
it

The above is an outline of my pronunciation lessons, which are also included in my sites pumarosa and
inglesconprofepablo.

| look forward to reading your comments.

w® Comments (8)

print consonant are spelled 92% of the time in their most popular spelling and vowels 63%. Dictionary grade

pronunciation quality can be obtained using truespel phonetics and the free tutorials and converter at

http:/truespel.com. Reading (and writing) phonetically in US English comes down to 40 sounds, most of which
ESLs know already. Truespel links to US English phonics to make it simple.

To understand phoneme popularity and phoneme spelling popularity in print media see http://bit.ly/2AKWZyo

Once pronunciation of the 40 sounds is mastered the ESL learner can say any English word correctly by reading it
phonetically. Then the job is to relate the phonetic word to the regularly spelled word. This is not hard because the
phonetic spelling of sounds is 66% related to the most popular regular spelling of sounds. This is not bad since in
regular spelling sounds are spelled 77% of the time in the most popular way. Again see http://bit.ly/2AKWZyo

The IPA of 1888 cannot do what truespel does and should be replaced by truespel as a better phonetic guide.


https://community.lincs.ed.gov/comment/21276#comment-21276
http://bit.ly/2AKWZyo
http://bit.ly/2AKWZyo

Paul Rogers / December 4, 2017 - 4:12pm/ O Likes

" Example of Truespell with Adult English Learners

Tom - perhaps you could show us an example of how you would use Truespell with adult ESL students whose
first language is Spanish. As | mention in my article | use my own method whiich is similar to what you
describe as: "Then the job is to relate the phonetic word to the regularly spelled word."

Here is an example from my text which is also on pumarosa.com
Hello (jelou) hola

Good Morning (gud morning) Buenos dias

Good afternoon (gud aftirnun) Buenas tardes

Good evening (gud ivning) Buenas noches (cuando entra)

See you later (si iu leiter) Hasta luego

Good bye (gud bai) Adios

Come in (cam in) Pasale

How are you? (jau ar iu) ;,Como esta Ud.?

I’'m fine (aim fain) Estoy bién

What is your name? (uat ies iur neim) - ; Como se llama?

i Thomas Zurinskas / December 5, 2017 - 2:01am / O Likes

L& Using truespel for ESL's

A Korean friend said that his high school Korean students learned truespel in less than an hour to help
pronounce US English and preferred it to IPA especially because they could write with it.. | don[t
prescribe a method but | would concentrate on pronunciation of the 40 sounds of English and have the
students pronounce each one to validate correctness. Once they are able to say each written phoneme
correctly, you can tell them that they can say any word in US English correctly, even slang, when reading
it in truespel. The converter shows dictionary accent as spoken in talking US English dictionaries. Here
is an instructional video .http://bit.ly/2bS6YDG Have them write phonetically as well. Let me know how it
goes. ~~Let mee noe hou it goez.~~

Paul Rogers / December 5, 2017 - 4:18pm/ 0O Likes

* Truespel and Beginners?

Tom - At what level of English are the Korean students? For ESL students who know little or no
English - beginners - a bilingual phonetic method like Pumarosa is needed. Maybe later Truespel
Truespel lesons can be added.

Thomas Zurinskas / December 5, 2017 - 8:03pm / 0 Likes


https://community.lincs.ed.gov/comment/21281#comment-21281
https://community.lincs.ed.gov/comment/21292#comment-21292
http://bit.ly/2bS6YDG
https://community.lincs.ed.gov/comment/21300#comment-21300

t Truespel and ESL Beqinners

i My friend who did the informal truespel acceptability study has a job that places
JI Korean students in US colleges, so I'm sure the students were savvy to much

English. We also developed truespel for Korean as replacement for Hangul, and he was

pleased with the outcome of that. Truespel could also be used to spell Spanish with a few

additional sound-spellings., Note that truespel is based on English and does not look as
friendly to other languages.

Paul Rogers / December 6, 2017 - 8:58am / 0 Likes

' Pronunciation first

Tom - to learn Korean we first would learn the characters and pronunciation, from day 1.
But unfortunately ESFL is often taught without any attention placed on pronunciation at
the beginning level. So...if you could find some way to adapt Truespel for use by
Beginners, that would be an enormous help.

In my opinion, students who learn English without any pronunciation support learn it in a
truncated and distorted way, which in some cases causes a great deal of anxiety and
blocks learning. When students enter my class, usually they are nervous about speaking
in English. | do my best to help them relax and try as best as they can, using a lot of

humor, and eventually they actually enjoy learning pronunciation. In fact it becomes part
of the class, along with grammar and other lessons.

Dr. Robin / December 5, 2017 - 1:26pm / 0 Likes

Inquiry!

Hi ALL-- do any of you remember/know of the literacy assessment in many languages that was in circulation a few
years ago? | believe it came out of a program in Virginia, but | could be wrong about that. | would greatly
appreciate any clues on how to locate it. Thanks so much, Robin Lovrien

S—

finnmiller / December 5, 2017 - 3:27pm / 0 Likes

Native Language Screening Tool

Hello Robin, The state of Florida has developed Native Language Literacy Screening tools in 29 languages
which are available at the Adult Education section of the Florida Department of Education website. .

Cheers, Susan Finn Miller

Moderator, English Language Acquisition


https://community.lincs.ed.gov/comment/21303#comment-21303
https://community.lincs.ed.gov/comment/21298#comment-21298
https://community.lincs.ed.gov/comment/21299#comment-21299
http://www.fldoe.org/academics/career-adult-edu/adult-edu/resources.stml
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